
 
 
 
The Discovery Zone is now complete and the Maths, ICT and Science Departments 
have moved into the new areas.  We are delighted with the quality of the new Learning 
Zone which will undoubtedly improve the quality of the learning  experience for students 
for years to come.  Students are responding well to the new Learning zone and the    
feedback from students has been excellent.  They love the open areas and their new 
classroom facilities.  Toilets have always been a top  priority for students and they have 
commented how nice they are!  It is also  wonderful to see students working collabora-
tively and independently in the open areas as well as staff working with students.  There 
is a lovely working ethos which can only enhance the quality of learning.  
 
The dedication and commitment of the whole construction team must be highly com-
mended.  They have worked above and beyond, day and night, to ensure they met the 
deadline so that we could move into the Discovery Zone at the start of term.  Equally 
staff and students have coped well with the changes to the site as the school has moved 
into the next phase of the build. 
 
The quality of the new Learning Zone makes the short term temporary accommodation 
arrangements and building site all worthwhile.  It gives us all a taste of what is to come.  
The future of Coppice is bright!  
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2011 Exam Results   

óBest Everô 
  

56% 5 A* - C GCSE 
 

(Including English & 
Maths)  

  
89% 5 A* - C GCSE  

 

98% A Level Pass Rate  

Welcome to the first Coppice newsletter for the new academic year. We have returned to 
school celebrating the excellent achievements of our young people. Once again students 
have surpassed the best ever that Coppice had previously achieved with 89% 5A*- C 
achieved by Year 11 and 98% A level pass rate by Year 13. These are significant increases 
on our previous best and are a real credit to the hard work and commitment of students and 
their teachers. 
 
We have moved into the first part of our new school building òDiscovery Zoneò and very soon 
our New Dining and Sports Halls will be complete. We will be very excited to see the high 
quality finish of these venues and start to enjoy their use by all members of the school. 
 
Can I thank all parents who have supported our improved safety procedures at lunchtimes.  
Lunch passes are provided only for those students who wish to go home to dinner to be 
under the supervision of their parents. Although dining has been a little restricted for the first 
few weeks of term our new Dining Hall will provide a very modern space to eat and I would 
urge students to remain in school for their dinners or with their own sandwiches. The punc-
tual start to afternoon lessons has also improved and I am very pleased to see how many 
Year 7 students are using our Discovery social space for their lunchtime. 
 
This term has also seen our young people ñgive something backò through their charitable 
acts. In the last few weeks students will have led charity fundraising initiatives for ñMacmillan 
Cancer Supportò and ñJeans for Genesò.  Once again we expect a large amount of money to 
be raised together with an increased awareness of those less fortunate and deserving sup-
port. Congratulations to all the students involved. 
 
School will be closed for INSET on Friday 21st October and students will return on Monday 
31st October. May I wish you an enjoyable half term break. 
 
If you have not yet seen our new Coppice website please log on to  
www.coppice.woverhampton.sch.uk 
 
All school information, including parent calendar of events and copies of letters home, will be 
posted there to further improve our communications with parents and carers. 

 
Mrs Janice Fletcher 

 

As you will be aware we have changed our 

lunchtime arrangements to include a lunchtime 

pass system.  The purpose of this new system is 

to safeguard the health, safety and wellbeing of 

our students.  Only students with a lunchtime 

pass are allowed to leave school site at lunch-

times.  These can still be requested by          

requesting a lunchtime pass letter from either 

the Inclusion Centre or Main reception.  You are 

then asked to sign a contract and return it with a 

passport photo of your son or daughter.  The 

passes generally take 4 ï 5 days to process.  

Temporary passes can be issued from the    

Inclusion Centre, but these will require a note 

from parents stating the reason for leaving. 

Please note that temporary passes will only 

be issued under exceptional circumstances 

and should not be requested for more than 

one day .  We would like to remind parents that 

students must be back on school site by 

1.25p.m.  Students who are persistently late 

returning from lunch will have their passes    

removed permanently.  The attitude of all of the 

students at lunchtime, both on site and those 

leaving school site has been superb and they 

should be congratulated.  

http://www.coppice.woverhampton.sch.uk


 

SPORTS NEWS - French Trip, WEX, Higher Education Week, Stem Club,  

 
Another great experience for all those involved in the trip.  
The itinerary for this year mirrored previous trips,         
providing a strong balance of cultural experience and fun. 
 
The evening of Friday 24th June saw us arrive and settle 
into the first hotel followed by games and other activities 
on the beach.  This was followed by a traditional French 
food market in Boulogne on the Saturday morning and a 
visit to a óchocolaterieô in the afternoon.  Here we were 
shown how chocolate is made, from the cocoa pod to the 
delicious handmade examples which we were given the 
opportunity to sample and purchase. 
 
Sunday involved a guided visit to óVimy Ridgeô, site of the 
WWI battle.  Although more sombre, the students and 
staff found this an invaluable experience, supporting the 
studentsô learning in History and bringing some of their 
lessons to life. 
 
Monday saw the group move across to Paris to take in 
most of the major landmarks with the opportunity to     
purchase some souvenirs and take in an evening meal at 
a restaurant close to the óFolies Berg¯resô.  A different 
hotel is home for the evening before the excitement of a 
day at Parc Astérix then the somewhat gruelling return 
journey through the night. 
 
A fantastic time was had by all, as evidenced by some of 
the comments from students on the trip: 
 
ñI had an amazing time. (The trip) brought everyone closer 
and we got to know the teachers more as well. I didnôt 
want to leave.ò 
 
ñThe overall experience has been amazing. You get to 
know students and teachers properly ééò 
 
ñé..(I) spoke to people I didnôt even used to acknowledge 
in corridorsò 

 
All students in Year 10 attended Work      
Experience in the last week of the summer 

term.  This year was another incredible success.  Our        
students attended work at a wide variety of placements includ-
ing local schools, businesses, the Express and Star newspa-
per and even the Co-op undertakers!  At all placements the 
students have been commended for their exemplary          
behaviour, appearance and attitude.  The feedback from all 
placements has been highly complementary regarding our 
students and I am sure that you will be, as we are, incredibly 
proud of them for representing the school so well in our local 
community. 

 
óWhat Next Eventô - was held 
from Thursday 30th June ï 
Monday 4th July and included 
much more than just going on 
to higher education.The event 
started with a visit to the 
UCAS Fair at Aston Univer-
sity, then followed  presenta-
tions and workshops on look-
ing at degree courses and all 
the different universities     
including entry requirements.   
 
Workshops on how to start 
completing UCAS application 
forms and what to put into a 
personal statement were well 
received by all who attended.  
New to the event this year 
was visiting speakers from 
two Apprenticeship providers 
offering an alternative to new 
costly degree courses (Result 
of which two sixth formers 
have applied).  A presentation 
from Connexions for those 
seeking employment after 
sixth form was also a new 
element to the event.  
 
Mrs Corfield also delivered a 
presentation to students on 
what a Gap Year is all about 
and how to go about organis-
ing one. 
 
There was a positive        
response from students on 
the new inclusions for this 

event. 

Lewis Callow(Yr9) competed in a 
National Water Skiing competition 
in September. He came 3rd    
overall which means he is now 
rated 3rd in the country. His next 
competition is the Open          
Championships. 
 
Jessica Rayner (Yr 10) was 
selected only 3 months ago to 
represent England in Karate. Last 
weekend was her first competition 
at the world championships in Scotland. She was competing against           
participants from countries such as Japan, America & Australia. Jessica didnôt 
score this time but is excited about her next competition. 
 
Tyler Haynes (Yr12) has National Netball trials on Sunday 2nd October. 
 
Kalem Betts (Yr10) is in his second season playing for Walsall football club. 
 
Jordan Banks (Yr11) is in his second season playing for Stoke City Football 
Academy. 
 
Finally .......Kieran Scrivens (Yr 8) trialled with Shrewsbury & Walsall Football 
Clubs in September and after scoring 4 goals for Walsall was officially signed 
on the 8th. 

  



Dates for your Diary, Music Concert, Drama Festival, Dance Festival, Arts Award 

 

 

 

 
October 

Tuesday 11th, Parents Forum Meeting 

Tuesday 20th, Year 7 Settling in Evening 

Friday 21st, INSET, School Closed to students 
 

November 

Wednesday 8th, Year 7 Humanities Trip 

Thursday 10th, Year 11 Parent Partnership Evening 

Friday 11th, Remembrance Assembly 

Monday 22nd, ôMop upõ School Photos  

Thursday 24th, Year 11 Options Evening 
 

December 

Thursday 1st, Post 16 Parent Partnership Evening 

Friday 2nd, Year 9 Geography Visit 

Thursday 8th, Christmas Concert 

Tuesday 13th, Presentation Evening 

           
Tuesday 5

th 
& Wednesday 

6th July Coppice held its   
annual Drama Festival.  This 
event provided GCSE and A 
Level students with the      
opportunity to showcase their 
work.   
 
In addition, Coppice Junior 
and Senior and Drama Clubs    
performed a number of their 
works and were joined by 
students from local Primary 
Schools. 
 

 
Ingestre Hall Visit  
On the 1st ï 3rd July 

2011, 45 Musicians attended a weekend 
residential visit to Ingestre Hall in Stafford-
shire.  The focus of the weekend was to 
provide an opportunity for intensive        
rehearsal for ensembles but also to       
complete a 24 hour practice-a-thon which 
raised £300 for charity.  The weekend was a huge success and concluded 
with a concert for parents in the main hall. 
 
The weekend was beneficial for the improvement of the schoolôs musical 
ensembles and we fully intend to repeat the event next year. 
 
Music Concert & Festival  
 
We were joined by Flexus Dance Company on Saturday 9th & Sunday 10th 
July to work on a joint community  project.  Mrs Hall was also present      
working with some Gifted & Talented drama students. 
 
The atmosphere was fantastic and there were no barriers between our 
younger and older students and between dancers and musicians.  It was a 
real cross-performing arts event. 

 
 

Education Package - (May- July 2011)  
For the fourth year running, Flexus Dance Company offered an Education 
Package to regional schools and colleges.  This package offered an excit-
ing curriculum enrichment opportunity for all levels and abilities.  The 
companyôs 2011 work óDirective Momentumô provided the platform for a 
number of  professional standard workshop opportunities with the aim to 
develop technical ability, choreographic and performance skills. 
 
Dance Tour 2011  
Throughout June & July 2011 talented dancers from Coppice, toured their 
current dance works to number of acclaimed venues in the West         
Midlands, including the Arena Theatre and the Midlands Art Centre. 
Flexus, Fidget & Flexus Boys Youth Dance Companies once again      
performed to a standard that far exceeded the expectations of young 
dancers of this age. Two of the company members, Laura Davies & 
Robert Spilsbury have secured places at The Northern School for         
Contemporary Dance in London and a third Katie Griffiths has a place at 
East 15 Acting School in London; we wish them every success in their 
future studies and  careers. 
 
Dynamic Youth - 5th July 2011 - An Inspirational Youth Dance        
Platform  
For the third year running and back by popular demand from various   
regional Youth Dance companies.  Dynamic Youth provided a platform 
showcasing and celebrating the high standards of youth dance within the 
West Midlands. .  
 
Dance Festival  
On Thursday 14th and Friday 15th July, students from Coppice and a     
number of local primary schools were given the opportunity to view     
performances and participate in a range of dance classes and workshops 
led by a variety of artists. The event successfully allowed student to   
enrich their dance skills and widen their dance vocabulary. 
 
Dance Showcase ï 14th & 15th July  
This event gave students who took part in the Dance Festival the        
opportunity to perform the material that they had worked on during the 
day.  The evening also showcased students GCSE and A level pieces 
and included some Youth Dance Company work. 

 

Coppice will be featured in the Times Educa-
tional Supplement in November  in recogni-
tion  of the schools support to students who 
go on to achieve an Arts Award. This year 
Coppice saw 8 students achieve a Gold Arts 
Award, which is an outstanding achievement. 

Arts Award aspires to support all young  people to enjoy the 
arts, develop creative & leadership skills to achieve a      
national qualification. 
The Arts Award is supported 
by the Arts Council of England 

 

http://www.artsaward.org.uk/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Year 7 students are to be congratulated on 
their excellent start at Coppice. Their      

uniform and appearance is very smart and they have adjusted very well to the size of the 
school and all of the new routines that we use. We have seen excellent use of the new 
school planners and we would ask parents to check the planner each week to keep up to 
date with all work and communications. 
 
Year 7 have the privilege of being provided with their own social base at lunchtimes in 
the Discovery Zone. Year 7 students can eat their lunch and sit and socialise with each 
other throughout lunchtime. In the near future we will begin to issue lockers to Year 7 
students who wish to ñhireò one and we will also start a lunchtime homework facility us-
ing the computers. 
 
We are very pleased that Year 7 students are the first to gain the benefits of our new 
school design. They are demonstrating real responsibility for their environment which will 
ñset the standardò for their future conduct. 
 

This year students received their Achievement 
Awards through a number of House Assemblies in 
July, to which parents were invited to attend.         
Although we were not able to host our usual         
celebrations, the students achievements did not go           
unrecognised and we were as 
proud as ever to acknowledge so 
many of our students for their hard 
work and success. 

This year saw our 10th annual Prom 
for Coppice students.  The evening 
was held at the Jack Hayward Suite 
at the Molinuex and proved to be 
our best ever to date, with staff from 
the Molinuex commenting on the 
exemplary behaviour of all in        
attendance. 
 
Our students continue  to amaze us 
with their outstanding behaviour 
and attire, with both male and     
female students turning up in       
fantastic outfits and varied modes of     
transport.    

 

Coppice invited to promote óOur Houseô musical at The Grand Theatre 
Open-Day 
 
On Saturday 6

th
 August, 2011 The Grand Theatre in Wolverhampton held its 

óNew Autumn Season Open Dayô.  The theatre was open for the public to look 
around (backstage and dressing rooms) and to promote the up and coming shows.  Coppice was invited to set up an 
advertising stall and to perform one song from the show, live on stage.  The day was a great success, very well attended 
and the óOur Houseô stall attracted a lot of interest (with many positive comments about the school and its previous/
current shows). 
 

As only a small selection of the full cast was able to attend (due to holidays) this meant 
that the performance had to be considerably óadaptedô for The Grandôs stage.  This re-
quired a very hardworking rehearsal day at Jennie Lee with Mr Clifton (and assistance 
with the choreography from sixth formers, Katie Griffiths and Danielle Campbell ï many 
thanks).  The result was an excellent performance of the song óBaggy Trousersô at The 
Open Day with the usual Coppice performance and professionalism plus the bonus of 
selling some tickets for the show on the day! 
 
The cast are already excited at the thought of performing for real on 27

th
/28

th
     

January 2012 ï have you got your tickets yet?  

Year 11 Prom, New Year 7õs Achievement Awards, Our House Open Day 

Prom picture 

 


